GABAA receptor channels: from subunits to functional entities.
GABAA receptor channels mediate postsynaptic inhibition. The functional diversity of these receptors rests on differences in subunit composition and on a large repertoire of subunits. Subunit expression patterns in the brain have been found to predict in vivo compositions of GABAA receptors. In addition, molecular determinants underlying the differential binding properties of allosteric ligands to receptor subtypes have been identified.